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The excitement of acquaintance with English poetry
helped in the flowering of Bengalee literature. Yet it
would be too much to say that this excitement by itself
was responsible for the new renaissance. The soil was prepar-
ed by the economic, social and political changes brought
about by the invasion of European capitalism. It was only
in this background that the influence of English poetry
proved decisive. We have referred to the intensity of English
aesthetic experience and expression. English poetry is
marked, not so much by balance and reticence which make
for decorum and social order as by an emphasis upon indi-
vidual feeling and emotion. The rugged individualism
of the Englishman has been noted in other fields as welL
Each Englishman thinks of his home as his castle over which
he claims absolute sway. This individualism is also charac-
teristic of the middle class and British civilisation has been
typically bourgeois.

The undue expansion of the middle class created con-
ditions for the disintegration of old Indian social forms. A
new desire for liberty and a sense of revolt against autho-
rity stirred the younger generations. A new note of indivi-
dualism, revolt and scepticism was discernible in the national
character. The new temper found in English poetry, with
its emphasis on individual liberty, the embodiment of its
own faith and hope. Nowhere was the new ferment so
strong and extensive as in Bengal. The poetry of Bengal
since the advent of the British is marked by a new note of
individualism, revolt and scepticism. The note of indivi-
dualism continually deepens till the poet feels alone in an
alien universe. The pathos and solitariness which charac-
terise much of the poetry of Tagore is an expression of this
spirit. The process continued and a stage was reached when
the individual not only felt separate from other individuals
but also lost the unity of his own personality. This loss
of integration is not confined to Bengalee poetry alone
but has its counterpart in most contemporary Indian art.